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“The Commission shall con- 
trol and administer the State 
Library ... Mark historic 
sites and houses and secure 
thetr preservation ... Main- 
tain for the use and infor- 
mation of the members of 
the Legislature, the heads of 
the several State depart- 
ments and other citizens a 
section of the State Library 
for legislative reference and 
information” and to “give 
the members of the Legisin- 
ture such aid and assistance 
im the drafting of bills and 
resolutions as may be asked 

+» Collect materials relating 
te the history of Texas and 
the adjoining States, pre- 
serve, classify, and publish 
the manuscript archives and 
such other matters as it may 
deem proper, diffuse know!i- 
edge in regard to the history 
of Texas... Ald and en- 
courage libraries and give 
advice to such persons as 
contemplate the  establish- 
ment of public Mbraries, con- 
duct library institutes and 
encourage library associations 

+ Establish and maintain 
in the State Library a rec- 
ords administration division 
which shall manage all public 
records of the State with the 
consent and co-operation of 
the heads of the warious de- 
partments and institutions.” 
—From Texrs statutes. 
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Austin, Texas 


Recognition of the importance of 
strong State Library extension 
agencies in the development of a 
State-wide program of library 
service has led to the organization 
of the Friends of Texas Libraries. 

Friends of the Library groups 
perform notable contributions by 
informing the public of library 
services available, strengthening 
those services, and sponsoring lo- 
cal discussion groups. Many local 
and State organizations cooperate 
in these endeavors. 

The Congress, in passing the Li- 
brary Services Act of 1956, recog- 
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Someone has said that a friend 
is a second self. This implies, of 
course, that the “second self” has 
the same objectives as the first. 


The library’s goal is to provide 
the most complete educational, in- 
formational and recreational serv- 
ices possible to the citizens of the 
community. 


How often have you wished that 
you were two persons? Perhaps 
you just didn’t have sufficient 
time to do all that you wanted to 
do. Or perhaps you might have 
accomplished your objective more 
quickly, more effectively, if you 
had been in a slightly different po- 
sition. 


A library staff frequently finds 
itself in this situation because of 
a lack of funds or time—both indi- 


great part.” 
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nized the value of public library 
services in the local communities 
and gave new importance to the 
need for local people to help bring 
about public awareness of these 
services. 


These community groups are or- 
ganized to meet local needs and to 
focus attention not only on the 
services and facilities but also on 
the needs of the local library. 
There is a definite need for such 
organizations in all communities 
as a means of stimulating public 
support of our local libraries. 


Price Daniel 
Governor of Texas 


cations of a lack of community in- 
terest in the library. 

An active Friends group can do 
much to neutralize these lacks. 
These citizens, convinced of the 
advantages of efficient library 
service and representing every eco- 
nomic, political and social phase of 
the community, can focus atten- 
tion more effectively on not only 
the services and facilities but on 
every need of the library, because 
they possess a broader base of 
contacts and ideas. 

Friends of the Library (it is 
significant that these groups are 
not termed Friends of the Librar- 
ian) are needed in every city and 
town in Texas. Now is the time to 
organize a “second self” in your 
community. 

Witt B. Harwell 
State Librarian 


“It is with books as with men: a very small number play a 


Voltaire 
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TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY 


Library services already are 
such an indispensable part of ev- 
ery Texas school, college, or uni- 
versity that school officials for 
many years have been spared the 
contemplation of what their school 
would be like without a library. 


The Library Services Act, passed 
by the 84th Congress. was de- 
signed to extend public library 
services into rural communities 
which have either had no library 
services or have had inadequate 
services. Although the Library 
Services Act does not apply to 
school libraries, it is important to 
education. A good public library, 
adequately supported and utilized, 
is needed by all persons seeking to 
extend their learning activities 


beyond the high school or beyond 
the college or university. 


Our State Department of Edu- 
cation staff is ready at all times 
to join with the Texas Library and 
Historical Commission in every 
way possible as the Commission, 
with the active assistance of local 
Friends of the Library, seeks to ex- 
tend library services into all the 
rural areas of Texas. I believe it 
has been demonstrated again and 
again that the quality of public in- 
stitutions—whether they be pub- 
lic schools or public libraries—is 
dependent on the interest shown 
in these institutions by the people 
who live in the surrounding com- 
munity. 


J. W. Edgar 
Commissioner of Education 


GREETINGS TO OUR FRIENDS 


bi 


y 
Othella Denman, President, Texas Library Association 


It is a privilege to be a contrib- 
utor to this snecial issue of TEX- 
AS LIBRARIES devoted to the 
Friends of Texas Libraries or- 
ganization. It is also a privilege 
today to be a librarian and to be- 
long to groups such as the Texas 
Library Association and _ the 
Friends of Texas Libraries during 
these challenging and interesting 
years of library development. I 
call on all laymen and librarians 
to join forces with these two great 
groups dedicated to improved li- 
brary service in Texas. 

From the national level to the 
local level, emphasis is_ being 
placed on libraries. Have you no- 
ticed how often the library is be- 
ing the subject for an editorial, an 
item of information, a human inr- 
terest story, even an advertisement 
these davs? The recently enacted 
Library Services Act specifies that 
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its purpose is to “PROMOTE THE 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF 
PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE IN 
RURAL AREAS.” As this be- 
comes a reality through the com- 
bined help of laymen and librar- 
ians, we can look for improvement 
in all types of libraries: school, 
college, special, etc. This is the de- 
sired result! 

Perhaps the greatest factor in 
the growth and improvement of 
the library as a repository of 
knowledge and literature is the 
lavman himself. not the librarian. 
The Friends of the Libraries all 
over the United States work for 
the growth and development of li- 
braries in cities and towns. even 
counties and regions. YOU can 
belong to one of these groups or 
YOU can organize a grour. “If 
there are two interested. dedicated 
Friends, the success of the organl- 
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zation is assured; if there are 
three, nothing can stop it. Their 
enthusiasm and spirit will be in- 
fectious .. .” 

Texas needs better libraries. A 
Friends of the Library organiza- 
tion in each library community is 
just another plunge forward for 
library planning and library prog- 
ress. This group can perpetuate 
cooperation and assure support for 
any movement for better libraries 


which your community may need. 
Again, I urge YOU to align your- 
self with the Friends and find out 
what the local needs may be. 


My best wishes and my best ef- 
forts go to the Friends of Texas 
Libraries. May this be a banner 
year for Texas library develop- 
ment. Texas libraries will be just 
as good as Texans want them to 
be! 


LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Dear Friends, 

This second annual FRIENDS 
issue of TEXAS LIBRARIES at- 
tempts to be as complete a presen- 
tation of what the FRIENDS are 
and do as we can make it, and we 
are very grateful to the staff of 
the State Librarv for the oppor- 
tunity to bring together this in- 
formation, and to all contributors. 


The new officers elected in Dal- 
las at the annual meeting last 
March Pre now working into their 
responsibilities. The names ap- 
pearing on the roll of officers, Ad- 
visory Board members, and Dis- 
trict Chairmen indicate continuity 
of interest by many of the people 
who have served earlier. As a new- 
comer I much appreciate their 
consent to serve in their various 
capacities and shall depend upon 
these experienced Friends 
throughout my term of office. 

Doris Harlan’s dedication as 
president, and her industry in cor- 
respondence will be impossible to 
match. but the copious records she 
and Mrs. Godeke amassed and 
turned over to their successors are 
extremely helpful and we mean to 
continue their tradition of real 
concern for increasing the number 
of working Friends. 

In that connection, the 
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FRIENDS are exceedinglv pleased 
at the adoption of OPERATION 
LIBRARY by the Texas Jaycees 
at their annual convention. Our 
own FRIENDS resolution of last 
March, commending this Jaycee 
national project and urging its 
adoption in Texas, may have 
helped to bring the matter to Jay- 
cee attention. A salute to OPER- 
ATION LIBRARY appears else- 
where in this issue. I mention it 
here to point out how valvable the 
Jaycees can become to librarians 
in communities where they are not 
vet actively interested in libraries. 
The ~roject is optional. of course, 
but it is now possible for alert li- 
brarians to try to engage the sym- 
pathetic assistance of the Jaycees 
with workable projects which may 
interest them. 

A word on the FRIENDS move- 
ment as a whole may be helpful 
here. When the FRIENDS went 
to work in 1938, it was as a com- 
mittee appointed from various 
Texas communities by the Texas 
Library Association and_ the 
League of Library Trustees to 
serve as a focus for public concern 
on behalf of library development 
in the state. This committee in- 
vited library-minded citizens all 
over Texas to meet together with 
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the TLA to discuss the possibili- 
ties of providing free access to 
good books to ALL Texans. In 
1940 this central group adopted 
the name of FRIENDS OF TEX- 
AS LIBRARIES, to indicate its 


similarity to groups in other 
states supporting library develop- 
ment. From this stimulus came 
the formation of local FRIENDS 
organizations which concentrated 
on the welfare of local libraries. 
The FRIENDS, then, are a two- 
part approach by Texas citizens to 
library needs: local FRIENDS 
“rally ’round” to perform what- 
ever services of publicity, pro- 
gramming, and gifts of books and 
equipment the local librarian 
needs; and the state officers, ad- 
visory board, and district chair- 
men try to keep in touch with ex- 
isting groups with letters and 
newsletters, and to encourage the 
formation of new groups by an- 
swering inquiries with printed in- 
formation and suggestions on re- 
source people available to help 
them get started. At all times, of 
course, we work in close and cor- 
dial relations with professional li- 
brarians whose advice is all-im- 
portant, for we exist precisely to 
help them! Both local and state 
FRIENDS organizations are 
needed, if the full weight of public 
opinion for library growth to 
match the needs of our growing 
state is to be brought effectively 
to bear upon the many problems. 


-The state FRIENDS, as well as 
local FRIENDS groups, need more 
dues-paying members. I hope that 
many library-minded Texas citi- 
zens and all local FRIENDS 
groups will decide to join the state 
FRIENDS because they know that 
library service in Texas will im- 
prove only when Texans generally 
realize how much they want it, and 
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that our work helps that day come 
closer! We need dues for stamps, 
paper, and _ printed § materials 
which, energetically used, are the 
means by which the FRIENDS 
idea spreads. A large portion of 
the funds carried over from an 
earlier administration, now banked 
in the name of the FRIENDS OF 
TEXAS LIBRARIES, will be kept 
apart until next spring’s annual 
meeting in Fort Worth, so that 
its disposition can be amply dis- 
cussed. A letter of invitation to 
membership is being sent out 
widely—to individuals and groups 
—with bills to present members 
following shortly, to cover the 
period to June 1, 1958. Upon the 
response to this appeal depends 
our effectiveness as a central rec- 
ord center for the FRIENDS 
movement as a whole and a public 
relations arm of the libraries of 
Texas. Incidentally, we have ap- 
plied for tax-exempt status to the 
Internal Revenue Department of 
the U. S. Treasury! 


I had the pleasure of attending 
the District VII meeting of TLA 
in Dallas on October 5, of speaking 
to the newly organizing San An- 
tonio FRIENDS on October 11, 
and of discussing the role of the 
FRIENDS at the Marble Falls 
meeting of District VIII on Octo- 
ber 19th. Inquiries have been an- 
swered since March from Texas 
City, Lamesa, Mexia, Tyler, Gid- 
dings, and Brownsville concerning 
possible formation of new 
FRIENDS groups. 


In this issue you will find a map 
of Texas indicating in how many 
communities there exist either 
FRIENDS groups. book-minded 
clubs helping their libraries, or in- 
dividual citizens interested in the 
FRIENDS idea. Let us hope that 
next year we can follow up with a 
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complete roster of FRIENDS or- 
ganizations and that the map will 
be even more closely dotted. 

The FRIENDS luncheon speak- 
er at TLA’s next annual meeting 
in March, 1958, in Fort Worth, 
will be Miss Lucile Morsch, the dy- 
namic president of the American 
Library Association. I hope that 
many FRIENDS will plan to at- 
tend this meeting so that Miss 
Morsch and TLA will see the vital- 
ity of the citizens’ library move- 
ment in Texas. More information 
on the FRIENDS plans for this 
meeting will be forthcoming. 

I want to express my heartv 
thanks to the considerable number 
of officers who not only replied to 
the questionnaire we sent out to 
secure the information on local 
FRIENDS activities contained in 
this issue, but also sent newspaper 
clippings and examples of 
FRIENDS material circulated to 
local library patrons. These notes 


and others will be mimeographed 
and distributed widely to groups 
and people who have shown them- 
selves eager to support library de- 
velopment in their communities. 
Enthusiasm and ideas are catch- 
ing, we all know; who knows how 
many projects now afoot have been 
chosen because they worked in an- 
other city earlier? The more we 
keep in touch with each other, the 
more clearly does the larger pic- 
ture of citizen concern over Texas 
libraries emerge. 

I pledge my co-operation to vou 
all and. in the name of the 
FRIENDS, pledge the _ state 
FRIENDS anew in 1957-59 to co- 
operation with all who are work- 
ing for adequate librarv service in 
Texas. Wecan get it only by 
working together! 

Yours faithfully, 

Richard W. Pettwav, President 
THE FRIENDS OF TEXAS 
LIBRARIES 


THE FRIENDS’ RELATION TO THE LIBRARY 
By Mrs Eugene McDermott. President 
Friends of the Dallas Library 


Friends of the Dallas Public Li- 
brary feel that what they’ve done 
before they surely can do again. 

What’s they’ve done is happily 
obvious for the Friends were a mo- 
tivating group in the establish- 
ment of Dallas’ present handsome 
library. The Friends’ future plan- 
ning centers around vitally needed 
branch libraries: 

Founded in May, 1950, the Dal- 
las Friends sharply pricked the 
cloud of indifference which most 
citizens then felt toward the pub- 
lic library, housed for 52 vears in 
a building architecturally de- 
scribed as “Carnegie Classic lo- 
cated on Forgotten Corner.” 

Currently, the Library is labelled 
as a “Contemporary Classic lo- 
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cated on the busiest corner in 
town.” This pleasant state did not 
come easily. It was the result of 
a vigorous campaign waged before 
the city council, real estate boards, 
Dallas voters and reported by the 
page in the press. And at the end 
of this concentrated action Dallas’ 
mayor, Robert L. Thornton, de- 
clared that “no civic group has 
worked more effectively toward 
the culmination of the plans for 
the new librarv than the Friends 
of the Dallas Public Library.” 
The smoke of the campaign has 
now cleared and all differences are 
past historv. Not forgotten is the 
work of the Friends and their 
gratitude to two experts, whom 
they hired in January, 1952. These 
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two, Joseph Wheeler, retired li- 
brarian of the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library and John Hall Jacobs, 
head of the New Orleans Public 
Library, undertook the first com- 
prehensive city-wide library sur- 


vey ever made in Dallas. This 
professional and unbiased opinion 
formed the basis which helped the 
Friends project their demands be- 
fore the city council and the public 
for the present library. 


This 1957-58 season the Dallas 
Library Friends have once again 
sought out expert advice in future 
library planning bv commission- 
ing Dr. Lowell Martin. head of the 
Library School at Rutvers, to sur- 
vey Dallas and its need for branch 
libraries. While Dr. Martin’s of- 
ficial report has not been received 
he has told civic leaders and the 
Friends board that ten new branch 
libraries are needed to give all 
Dallas adequate library service. 
And it is the desire of the Friends 
of the Library to help give their 
city and its citizens first-class li- 
brary service. Thev feel that this 
is just the beginning of Library 
Campaign Two. 


SOME OF THE THINGS THE 

DALLAS FRIENDS HAVE DONE 

1950 First project was a Bookmo- 

bile 

Donated sienificant titles to 

the book collection 

1951 Established a scholarship 

1951 Staged 50th Birthdav Cele- 

bration for Dallas Public Li- 

brary Golden Anniversary 

Raised $3,000.00 by  sub- 

scription and dues to secure 

a qualified expert to survey 

the library system 

1952 Survev conducted by Dr. Jo- 
seph L. Wheeler and John 
Hall Jacobs 

1952 Promoted bond election for 
new building 

1954 Emploved Francis St. John 
to make book survey for the 
library 

1955 Donated money for books to 
open the Young Adult Col- 
lection 

1956 Furnished Rare Book Room. 
Sponsored Fxhibition Pro- 
gram in the Library 

1957 Paid for a Branch Survey by 
Dr. Lowell Martin 


1951 


1951 


THE LIBRARY’S RELATION TO THE FRIENDS 
By James D. Meeks, Director of Dallas Public Library 


“The sovereign good is not in 
taking and receiving, but in giving 
and bestowing.” 

Rabelais. Pantaaren' 
Bk. V, Ch. 47 (1552) 


The Dallas Public Librarv has 
always had friends. but the formal 
organization of these library sup- 
porters in 1950 was one of the 
best things that has ever happened 
to us. 

This loosely organized group has 
constantly offered support and ir- 
spiration to the library and, with 
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its help. we look forward to ful- 
filling our dream of being the 
strongest librarv in the South and 
Sonthwest. Thev ere true friends 
and the library has done nothing 
for them except be grateful. 


Because the Friends are a large 
and important groun of people rep- 
resenting varied interests and pro- 
fessions. and because they do not 
use membership in the Friends of 
the Library group for any social 
advantage or to sell a_ personal 
phi'osophy, they have influence in 
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city government. We accept their 
political influence, their generous 
financial support, their individual 
and collective gifts. We thank 
them—and then treat them with 
the same respect due to any li- 
brary patron. We have felt obli- 
gated to give special programs in 
their honor and to allow them spe- 
cial privileges, but the Friends 
have always declined. They have 
wished and expected to be treated 
as other citizens of Dallas. A name 
plate appears in the books they 
have given to us and a plaque is 
displayed in the rare book room 
they furnished, but these same 
acknowledgements are made for 
all gifts to the library. 

We have accepted the responsi- 
bilitv for describing to the Friends 
the library’s purpose in existing, 
its place in the community and its 
philosophy of service. When the 
Friends decide which projects, 
from the community viewpoint, 
are most necessary or desirable, 
the library shows an active inter- 
est by participating in these en- 
terprises in whatever way it can. 

The staff offers specialized pro- 
fessional knowledge and clerical 
assistance whenever either is 





needed. The careful guidance 
given them by Violet Hayden, As- 
sistant Librarian, is responsible 
for much of the success of the 
Dallas Public Library Friends. She 
helped to organize the original 
groups and has served unobtru- 
sively as their secretary since 
then. It is she who has picked up 
the loose ends and maintained a 
sense of continuity in the organi- 
zation and its work through the 
vears. The entire library staff 
does the best job it can to prove 
that the library is worthy of the 
Friends’ attention. 


There has never been any ques- 
tion of conflict with the library’s 
Board of Trustees or staff, since 
all three groups have a single goal 
in providing better library service 
for Dallas. The Friends undertake 
no project without the Board’s 
knowledge and approval; and in 
turn the Board and staff look to 
the Friends for help in every ma- 
jor endeavor. 


In Dallas everyone works for 
the good of the Dallas Public Li- 
brary, and when it remains that 
simple there is no need or time for 
wasted motion. 


WHY THE LIBRARY NEEDS FRIENDS 


(Some remarks culled from an 
article entitled “Our Reading Hab- 
its,” by Leonard Wenz in the May, 
1957 issue of NEW AGE, are re- 
printed here to bring a sober note 
of urgency into the picture of 
America’s, and Texas’ need for li- 
brary development, which depends 
so much on public enthusiasm and 
support. Libraries are not a lux- 
ury we can be without in Texas 
today ; they are the only free edu- 
cational institutions open freely to 
every citizen from childhood on 
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through life. Where good library 
service is available, people of all 
ages flock to use it. Some of the 
statements below are sweeping, 
but they are true enough to give 
the FRIENDS ample reason to 
redouble their efforts.) 

American reading habits are 
bad. According to the Gallup poll, 
the United States has the lowest 
proportion of book readers of any 
major democracy. In an interna- 
tional survey of six nations, Eng- 
land ranked highest, with well 
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over half her adult population 
reading some book at the time the 
survey was conducted. Norway 
came next, followed by Canada, 
Australia and Sweden. The United 
States brought up the rear. with 
only one adult in five reading a 
book at the time of the survey. 

The American Institute of Pub- 
lic Opinion found, in 1937, that 29 
per cent of all adults were reading 
a book at the time they were inter- 
viewed. The figure todav is 17 per 
cent. Only 13 out of every 100 
citizens borrow books from public 
libraries. 

What books do Americans read, 
if and when they do read? Sum- 
ner of Yale, reviewing Giddings’ 


analysis and classification of 
America’s book-reading habits, 
tells us: 


Giddings found that 50 per 
cent of the books published 
aimed to please and appealed 
to emotions or sentiment; 40 
per cent aimed to convert. and 
appealed to belief, ethical 
emotion, or self-interest; 8 
per cent aimed to instruct, 
were critical, and appealed to 


reason. The other 2 per cent 
contained all the works of 
high technical or scientific 
value. 


He goes on to comment that the 
predominance of the emotional ele- 


ment in popular literature méans | 


that people are trained by it away 
from reality. “They are day 


dreamers, ready victims of sug-. 


gestion, to be operated upon by re- 
ligious fakirs, or politicians, or so- 
cial innovators . .. These escap- 
ists who are afraid to face facts, to 
look the future in the face—how 
can they be the hope of the race?” 
How would one go about making 
America more _ book-conscious? 
Why does the United States lag 
way behind in book reading? 


There are some indications that 
the pendulum may be swinging 
back toward a higher plane of cul- 
ture—the quality of culture that 
has made America great. We may 
again reaffirm the Jeffersonian 
dictum that democracy can rise no 
higher than the intellectual level 
of all its citizens. Book reading is 
basic to this intellectual growth. 


YOUNG PEOPLE ARE FUTURE LIBRARY FRIENDS 
by Eloise Roach 


(Miss Roach is the distinguished 
translator of “Platero and I,” by 
Juan Ramon Jiminez, the Spanish 
poet who received the Nobel 
Award for Literature in 1956, 
which was published recently by 
the University of Texas Press. 
She teaches French, Spanish, and 
creative writing in the Austin 
public school system.) 


There can be no more rewarding 
achievement than that of opening 
for a child a door into a treasure 
house; not a treasure house of gold 
and precious stones for personal 
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adornment, but one full of more 
lasting adornments, those for the 
mind and the character, for enjoy- 
ment more durable than that given 
by gold and jewels. 


Developing in young people the 
“library habit” is as necessary for 
the child’s mental growth as de- 
veloping the proper food habits is 
for his physical growth. But such 
development is also necessary for 
the continuing life and usefulness 
of the library. In every child ac- 
auiring the “library habit” the li- 


brary has a potential supporter, 
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cent | the type of friend without whom exemplified: we have what we 
of | the library cannot fulfill its fune- give away, we reap what we sow. 





tific | tion as a central storehouse of Let us, then, continue to open 

learning and delight for all ages the doors eagerly for young people 
the | in the community. to the treasures of libraries. Only 
ele. | In attracting young readers and as each generation of Americans 


sans holding them as adult readers, discovers the pleasures of reading, 
way therefore, the library not only for increase of knowledge and for 
day plays its proper role in American recreation, can the public library 
sug- culture but insures its future abil- continue, and increase, its unique 
--3 ity to play it. Here are old truths service to this people. 


 $0- 
e° OPERATION LIBRARY 


Ow , ’ : , , 
— The Texas Javcees, in adopting salute this expression of interest 


ring OPERATION LIBRARY as acul- by young businessmen in that im- 
ae? tural and public service project for portant educational and recrea- 
lag local Jaycee groups last spring at tional resource of any community 

their annual convention, are on — its public library—and hope that 
record as approving any project many chapters in Texas will turn 
that} for their community library which their attention toward library 
ving | a Jaycee chapter may wish to un- projects and perform them so ef- 


cul-| dertake. In a number of Texas , : : 
that} cities the Jaycees are already ac- fectively that they will win state 


may | tive in helping their libraries; sev- Jaycee awards for their public 
nian} eral Friends groups owe their ex- Service. Friends, by any name, are 
eno} istence to Jaycee initiative. We friends indeed. 





evel 
th. KILL YOUR FRIENDS GROUP 

1. Don’t go to any of the meet- = everyone how it should be 

ings. one. 

2. But if you go, go late. : 8. Do nothing more than is ab- 
sini 3. If the weather doesn’t suit solutely necessary. When oth- 
the you, don’t think of going. ers roll up their sleeves and 
mene If you do attend, find fault unselfishly use their ability 
nel with the work of the officers to help matters along, howl 

and members. : that the organization is run 

5. Never accept an office. It is by a clique. 
the much easier to criticize than g old back your dues as long 
for do things. as possible, or don’t pay them 
de-} 6. Get sore if you are not ap- at all 
s is pointed on a committee. : 
such Should you be appointed, don’t 10. ee — Fag = a en 
for attend any of the meetings. mete scar Bc Nefle> eR 
ness} 7. If asked to give your opinion 11. Don’t be sociable either within 
ac- on some matter. tell the chair- or outside of the organization. 
e li- man you have nothing to say. 12. If you should get a good idea, 
rter, After the meeting is over, smother it at once. 
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OFFICERS OF FOTL, 1957-1959 


PRESIDENT: SECRETARY: 
R. W. Pettway Mrs. R. R. Struve 
Box 1145 507 Ninth Street i 
Austin, Texas Abernathy, Texas 
lst VICE-PRES:. TREASURER: 


Frank McGowan 


Charles Sampler 
a ad _ St. Journal, 911 1010 Lavaca Street 


Dallas, Texas Austin, Texas 

2nd VICE-PRES.: PARLIAMENTARIAN: 
Mrs. James McQuaid Mrs. H. F. Godeke 
1112 Rock Creek Drive 3005 21st Street 
Garland, Texas Lubbock, Texas 


FRIENDS OF TEXAS LIBRARIES 
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS, 1957-1958 


Mr. James Love, Chairman: Diboll, Texas 


Mr. Robert Max Trent: Director of Libraries 
Southern Methodist University 
Dallas, Texas 


Miss Othella Denman: Librarian, Waco High School Library 
(ex-officio) Waco, Texas 
Mrs. Joe Harlan: Box 3597 
Amarillo, Texas 
Mr. Charles Lee Lewis: 1901 28th Street 
Lubbock, Texas 
Dr. Guy Harrison, Jr.: Chairman, Texas Library & 


Historical Commission 
Baylor University 
Waco, Texas 


Mrs. E. H. Marek: 512 Coke Street 
Yoakum, Texas 
Mrs John Leddy Jones: 4717 Park Ave. (Life Member: FOTL) 


Dallas, Texas 


Miss Edwin Sue Goree: Burnet County Library 
107 S. Pierce Street 
Burnet, Texas 
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DISTRICT CHAIRMEN FOR FRIENDS DEVELOPMENT 


(The following librarians and state FRIENDS members will be glad 
to correspond with anybody from their districts wanting aid and counsel 
on FRIENDS matters. Please write to them as well as to R. W. Pett- 
way, Box 1145, Austin, if your community is ready for a FRIENDS 
group or wants a speaker.) 


District TLA Friends Committee Member FOTL District Chairman 
I. R. C. Janeway, Librarian *Mrs. R. R. Struve 
Texas Technological College 507 Ninth St. 
Lubbock Abernathy 


II. Mrs. Rose W. Kinzer 
Midland County Library 
Midland 


III. Mrs. Virginia Connally 
866 Sayles St. 


Abilene 

IV. Mrs. Phyllis Burson Mrs. Paul Reese 
La Retama Library Box 33 
Corpus Christi Rockport 

V. Miss Marie Marburger Mrs. A. W. Nussbaum 
Rosenberg Library 1525 Banks St. 
Galveston Houston 20 


VI. Miss Kate Holman 
Kilgore Public Library 


Kilgore 

VII. Mrs. Lillian Bradshaw **Mrs. Frank Harmon 
Dallas Public Library 2811 Maple St. 
Dallas 1 Dalals 

Vill. J. O. Wallace **Mrs. Elmer Dale 
San Antonio College Library Blanco 


San Antonio 


*Scretary of FOTL, elected March, 1957 for two year term 
**Past President FOTL 


TEXAS LIBRARIES is issued monthly except July and August in the interest 
of the libraries of Texas, and published by the State Library at the Capitol. 
Opinions expressed in signed articles are not necessarily those of the Texas 
Library and Historical Commission. 
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KEY TO MAP SHOWING FRIENDS GROUPS, FRIENDLY CLUBS, 
AND INTERESTED PEOPLE 





District I: District II: District VI: 
1. *Abernathy 1. *El Paso 1. Carthage 
2. *Amarillo 2. *Midland 2. Commerce 
3. Borger 3. Odessa 3. Greenville 
4. Brownfield 4. *Rankin 4. Jefferson 
5. Canyon District II: 5. Mount Pleasant 
6. Childress 1. *Abilene 6. Palestine 
7. *Crosbyton 2. Brownwood 7. *Paris 
8. Dimmitt 3. Eldorado 8. Diboll 
9. Dumas 4. Rotan District VII: 
10. Floydada 5. San Angelo 1. Cleburne 
11. Lamesa 6. *Eastland 2. *Dallas 
12. Littlefield District IV: 3. *Fort Worth 
13. *Lubbock 1. Brownsville 4. Garland 
14, Matador 2. Corpus Christi 5. Lancaster 
15. Paducah 3. Edinburg 6. Waco 
16. Pampa 4. George West 7. Waxahachie 
17. Panhandle 5. Harlingen 8. Graham 
18. Plains | 6. McAllen 9. Gainesville 
19. Plainview 7. Mercedes District VII: 
20. Post 8. Mission 1. *Austin 
21. Sunray 9. Portland 2. Blanco 
22. Tulia 10. Quemado 3. *Brady 
23. Vega 11, Rockport 4. Del Rio 
24. Wheeler 12. San Benito 5 *Georgetown 
25. Post 13. Weslaco 6. Junction 
14. Robstown 7. Kerrville 
District V: 8. Lampasas 
1. *Beaumont 9. Llano 
2. *Bryan 10. Mason 
3. *Galveston 11. Menard 
*Friends group is, or has 4. *Houston 12. San Antonio 
been, member of FOTL. 5. Navasota 13. Seguin 
6. Orange — 14. Temple 
7 Texas City 15. Burnet 
8. Victoria 16. Floresville 


9. Yoakum 





FRIENDS OVER THE STATE 


Abernathy: FRIENDS OF ABER- 

NATHY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Friends of the Abernathy Public 
Library have been organized only two 
years. There are about 30 members 
besides the Jaycees who have voted to 
become members. This organization 
has been responsible for having two 
book exhibits at the library during the 
past year. It has also secured the 
loan of a model reference library and 
a set of “Americana” on loan from the 
State Library. 

Plans are being made for a tea to 
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introduce the new librarian, Miss Nan- 
nie Belle Ritchey. Several persons 
from Abernathy will attend the District 
I meeting of T.L.A. to be held in Ama- 
rillo. One member appeared on a 
panel at District I meeting in Pan- 
handle in November, 1956. Two mem- 
bers attended the state meeting of T.L. 
A. held in Dallas in March this year. 


A membership drive is currently un- 
der way. We expect to issue two news- 
letters a year. Mrs. R, R. Struve has 
served as president since we organized. 
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Amarillo: 
E. BIVINS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


At our annual membership meeting 
July 16, 197, we presented awards to 
area writers as the climax to a contest. 
We had 52 entries, including over 45 
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pages of poetry, six novels, 25 short 
stories, 23 short-short stories, and six 
plays. Awards were in the form of en- 
graved trophies presented in the name 
of various community patrons of the 
arts. Judges were Amarillo writers 
who divided entries and judged them 
as to type of material. First place, 
second place and runner-up awards 
were made in each class, providing the 
quality of entries justified awards. 
More than 80 people attended, includ- 
ing Friends members and writers from 
the Amarillo area. Lewis Nordyke, 
free-lance writer, was master of cere- 
monies. Judge W. N. Stokes, outgoing 
president, reported Friends’ activities 
for the past year, including the pur- 
chase of another drive-up drop box for 
the Polk Street entrance of the Li- 
brary. At the first board meeting of 
the new club year, the executive board 
voted to sponsor the writer’s contest 
again next spring, with the same chair- 
man, Gary Walker, in charge. 


The Friends issue an _ occasional 
newsletter, FRIENDS OF THE LI- 
BRARY NOTES. Mrs. Joe Harlan is 
president. 

Austin: FRIENDS OF THE AUSTin 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Friends spearheaded the effort 
which resulted in two new shopping 
center stations opened by the Austin 
Public Library in September and Oc- 
tober, 1956, A Friends committee ap- 
proached the owners of two shopping 
centers, at the north and south ex- 
tremities of Austin, and suggested how 
easily they could contribute to the de- 
velopment of their neighborhoods if 
they would set aside a room in each 
center and present it rent-free to the 
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city for library purposes. Austin li- 
brary patrons are grateful to these 
public-spirited citizens, who did just 
that. The library furnished, stocked, 
and provided the staff for these new 
stations, which opened with consider- 
able public acclaim and rejoicing and 
were soon so much frequented that 
their hours have been lengthened twice 
since opening. Total circulation of 
these new stations was 78,000 their 
first year. 

At the January, 1957 annual meet- 
ing, cash prizes were presented to the 
three top winners in the Second Local 
History Essay Contest for Young Peo- 
ple in Austin and Travis county, which 
was sponsored jointly by the Friends 
and the Austin American Statesman as 
a device to attract young citizens into 
the study of local history. Mary Lass- 
well, author of Suds in Your Eye, gave 
a charming talk on her book in prep- 
aration, TEXAS—TAKE IT OR LEAVE 
IT, and R. W. Pettway was re-elected 
as president for 1957. Mrs. Carl Swan- 
son, of the Austin Public Library staff, 
was given $150 by the Friends, to as- 
sist her to attend a summer seminar 
on Archival Management in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, which she feels was 
very helpful in her work with the Aus- 
tin and Travis County Collection at 
the public library. The third essay 
contest is now under way. 


Bellaire: FRIENDS OF THE BEL- 
LATRE LIBRARY 


The Friends of the Library held @ 
Book Fair in November of 1956. 

The Board elected for 1957 concen- 
trated on Used Book Sales. These have 
so far been held in February, March, 
May, July and September, and one re 
mains to be held in November. These 
sales have netted an average of $90.00 
each for the use of the Library. We 
have found this money-raising venture 
enjoyable for the community as well 
as for the Friends. Anyone with books 
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of any type which he no longer has 
room for is urged to bring them to our 
Library. There the Librarian checks 
them over and removes titles which 
she can use for the Library shelves. 
The remainder are taken over by the 
Friends, marked at very reasonable 
prices, and sold at “booths” set up in 
the local shopping center. At several 
of the sales the men have pitted their 
selling ability against that of the wom- 
en. The sex netting the most cash is 
rewarded by a meal provided by the 
losers. This scheme has helped stim- 
ulate interest. 


These Used Book Sales have been 
announced well beforehand in our 
weekly local newspaper, and regular 
publicity is also given to the need of 
books to be used in the Sales. The 
response to these requests has been 
extremely generous. 

Mrs. R. P. Williams is the chairman 
of the Friends group. 


Brady: FRIENDS OF THE F. M. 
RICHARDS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


The Friends have furnished $210 for 
the purchase of books for the Library 
since September of 1956. They also 
spent $18 furnishing the kitchen with 
crystal glasses. 

District VIII of the Texas Library 
Association met in Brady on October 
20. The Friends held a coffee for 
this group. The annual Friends’ 
meeting in May was a tea. 

Mrs. Raymond Pence is president of 
the group. 


Bryan: FRIENDS OF THE CARNEGIE 
LIBRARY 


The board has had three meetings 
during 1957 where plans have been 
discussed. The annual meeting is in 
January. The guest speaker last Jan- 
uary was Mr. Hardin Craig, librarian 
of Fondren Library of Rice Institute. 

As a public service the Friends have 
sponsored Gilbert Highet’s weekly 
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broadcasts, PEOPLE, PLACES AND 
BOOKS over KORA. These broad- 
casts will continue. In the spring the 
Friends held open house at the Bryan 
Air Force Base Library so that towns- 
people could become acquainted with 
facilities at the base. Closer contacts 
were made between the city and the 
Base personnel. 


A Westinghouse Electric Fountain 
was presented to the library by the 
Friends as a memorial to Mrs. Round- 
tree. The installation was paid for by 
the city. The Friends have collected 
magazines to be distributed by the 
bookmobile and furnished cookies for 
the final party of the children’s read- 
ing clubs. 

There were five vacancies to be 
filled on the library’ board. The 
Friends presented a list of citizens in- 
terested in the library who had agreed 
to serve to the city commission, All 
new board members were chosen from 
this list. 

The president, Mrs. W. L. Russell, 
represented the Friends at the Friends’ 
day of Texas Library meeting in Dallas 
in March. The group of Friends is now 
attempting to acquaint the surrounding 
counties with services the State Li- 
brary is able to offer through the Li- 
brary Services Act. 


Corpus Christi: FRIENDS OF LA RE- 
TAMA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


This Friends group of about 500 
members carries on between the semi- 
annual meetings (October, commtitee 
reports and plans; April, annual meet- 
ing and cultural program) with the 
following eight active committees: 

1. Children’s puts on special programs 
each day of Book Week, 1956, ar- 
ranged radio and television appear- 
ances during this time, sponsored 
the summer reading plan in which 
over 900 children received certifi- 
cates, arranged for once a week 
story program on TV as continua- 
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tion of summer program, and is 
planning a Saturday Attic Work- 
shop in cooperation with the city 
recreation department and the li- 
brary. 


2. Historical and Archives’ meets 
monthly and works to make the li- 
brary a research center for his- 
torical data and papers of this area. 
To date they have received 52 mi- 
crofilms of census records and early 
newspapers, many books and family 
histories, photostats of old clip- 
pings and newspapers, photographs, 
and one gift of $500, part of which 
was used to purchase a filing cab- 
inet for the Corpus Christi Collec- 
tion. One present plan is to start 
a collection of tape recordings of 
living persons. 


3. Special Gifts cooperates with the 
library board to secure all types of 
gifts. They furnished the book- 
marks suggesting gifts. which now 
go into books being checked out to 
users, and prepared the large news- 
paper gift suggestion ad published 


on the Civic Page of the Caller 
Times. 
4. Members of Extension represent 


area libraries: school, college, and 
special, As a result, one public 
school checked out its entire li- 
brary to the public library during 
a crisis with the children’s summer 
program. 


o 


Business and Industry secured the 
gift from the Six Points Kiwanis of 
a Copease photo duplicating ma- 
chine. Several industries have pre- 
sented technical books to the li- 
brary when shortages in their fields 
were called to their attention. The 
current project is to make space 
available for library displays by 


different industries and business 
concerns. 
6. Cultural and Recreational inter- 
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ests itself in literature, music, and 
art projects: produced a brochure 
showing the services of the library, 
furnished a music program for chil- 
dren’s book week, takes charge of 
Friends programs, makes posters 
when needed, and hopes to raise 
funds to set up a record collection 
and music program for the library. 


7. Membership conducts a drive in the 


spring, placing a full-page ad on 
the business-sponsored Civic page 
of the Caller-Times, with m-mber- 
ship blank and text explaining what 
the Friends do. This public presen- 
tation is felt to be basic in securing 
the large membership. 


8. Publicity members cover different 
media: newspaper, radio, TV, and 
speakers. The JayCees cooperated 
with the chairman and gave 12 
scheduled programs before the 
men’s service clubs concerning the 
library and its needs. 


The board of officers worked with 
the library and library board in plans 
for a regional library program under 
state auspices. The president elected 
in April, 1957, is Mrs. J. S. Naismith. 


Dallas: FRIENDS OF THE DALLAS 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Friends of the Dallas Public Li- 
brary are furnishing the library’s rare 
book room. Another project is to 
bring to Dallas Dr. Lowell Martin of 
Rutgers University to make a survey 
of the best locations for future library 
branches. The Friends sponsor the ex- 
hibit program which the library main- 
tains. Exhibits are changed monthly, 
and we pay whatever fees or other 
costs are involved. 

This year the Friends had four board 
meetings, one general membership 
meeting and a dinner for out-of-town 
librarians. 

The president of the Friends is Mrs. 
Eugene McDermott. 
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Dallas: FRIENDS OF THE UNI- 
VERSITY OF DALLAS LIBRARY 


The big news of our Friends group 
at this time is the Book Fair to be held 
on November 10th at the University of 
Dallas. Chairman for the Fair is Mrs. 
Ray Crisp, assisted by Mrs. B. S. Nor- 
kus, with Mr. C, L. Cunningham as 
Chairman of out-of-town donations. 
Decorations will carry out the theme of 
Medieval English Fairs to lend a festive 
note. Books needed by the Library are 
ordered by Sister Martin Joseph, Li- 
brarian, and are attractively displayed. 
Attendants at the Fair will browse 
around until their choice of book or 
books to be bought is made. An at- 
tractive name plate bearing name of 
donor is pasted into the book or books 
selected. A coffee table will serve re- 
freshments throughout the Book Fair 
hours of four to eight p.m. Mrs. Ken- 
neth F. Brasted, wife of the President 
of the University of Dallas, will be 
among those presiding at the coffee 
service. 


Our organization has held only two 
meetings to date, those on May 3 and 
August 26. A constitution was drafted 
and mailed to all members for accept- 
ance. Another project of our Friends 
at this time is the collection of back 
issues of periodicals for the Library, 
A list of periodicals and dates needed 
was given to each member. Our mem- 
bership is up to 70 at present. 

The chairman of the group is Mr. 
Arthur J. Vinton. 


Garland: FRIENDS OF THE NICHOL- 
SON MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


The Garland group, organized last 
year, meets monthly for business meet- 
ings. This year plans have been dis- 
cussed for a membership drive. Mrs. 
W. J. Sellers is serving as chairman 
for the drive. 

The group has also discussed a book- 
mobile to take care of the growth of 
Garland. It was reported that a let- 
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ter had been written to the City Coun- 
cil of Garland asking the group to ap- 
point a committee of interested persons 
to investigate the growing needs of the 
library. 

Douglas Hays was re-elected as Pres- 
ident of the Friends last spring. 


Houston: FRIENDS OF THE HOWUS- 

TON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Friends had their annual meet- 
ing in April, with Mrs. Helena Szmey- 
ko as guest speaker. Her topic was 
“A Public Library, A Window to the 
World.” 

New officers were also elected at 
this meeting. Mrs. A. W. Nussbaum is 
the president for 1957-1958. 


Irving: FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

Many of the Friends have donated 
fine books from their own collections 
to the library, which have helped keep 
the children’s and teen-age book shelves 
supplied with interesting books during 
the summer. Mrs. Maybelle Boyd, who 
is moving to Dallas, donated forty 
current best-selling novels to the li- 
brary this summer. 

A membership drive was launched 
at the end of the summer, when the 
people of Irving were given a chance 
to know what the Friends really do. 
The Friends are making some long- 
range plans for activities which can 
take place when the new library build- 
ing is completed in 1958. 

Dennis Brewer is the president of 
the group. 


Kerrville: FRIENDS OF THE KERR 
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Friends of the Kerr County Public 

Library meet twice a year—in October 

and May. In October a business meet- 

ing is held with election of officers and 
in May some kind of interesting pro- 
gram is planned. One year we honored 
local authors and they discussed their 
books. Last May our speaker was Mr. 
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James O. Wallace, Librarian at the 
San Antonio College. He discussed 
problems faced by libraries throughout 
Texas and mentioned some of the ways 
in which Friends might be helpful. He 
also told of some of the plans of the 
State Library in using the federal 
funds allotted for 1957. 

We hope to organize a Forum similar 
to the plan worked out at Sweetwater 
with chairmen of all organizations 
working for a library building—our 
one great need. 

Mrs, G. L. Morrow is vice-president 
and acting president of the Friends 
group. 


Lancaster: 
LIBRARY 
The Lancaster Friends are a newly 

organized group. The library commit- 

tee voted to start the Friends club at 

their meeting last March. In April a 

meeting was held of those persons who 

were interested in helping sponsor the 
project. Memberships are now being 
solicited, after letters had been sent to 
all civic and social organizations in the 
community asking their support. Fine 
newspaper coverage is helping to in- 
troduce to the people of Lancaster the 
purposes and activities of a library 
Friends group. 
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Midland: FRIENDS OF THE 
MIDLAND LIBRARY 
The Midland Friends were founded 


in 1953 by the Altrusa Club, whom 
members have currently sponsored 4 
drive for a bookmobile. Also the 
Friends spearheaded a telephone com. 
mittee, aimed at getting out the vote 
immediately before a bond issue ele 
tion for the county library building, 
which approved overwhelmingly the 
$225,000 to match available funds t 
finance the $352,000 library building, 

The president of the Friends is Mr. 
Walter Mantani. 


Seguin—FRIENDS OF 
AND GUADALUPE 
BRARY 
We are a new organization, begun 

in June, 1957 under the guidance of 

the American Association of University 

Women chapter in Seguin. We have 

adopted a Constitution and elected of- 

ficers; committees have been appointed 
and at present a club membership és 
being sought from each organization 
in town to give us some working cap 


We now have about 140 individ 


THE SEGUIN 
COUNTY Ib 


ital. 
ual members. We meet semi-annually, 
in October and April. Our main objec 
tive at present is to stimulate interest 
in our library and to get our citizens 
generally to feel our need for a new 
library building, with many more 
books, and eventually to build such 4 


library, Dr. W. W. Wendt is precident. 
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